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In attributing verifying or nonverifying values in the
tables above given, I have allowed a margin of one or two
days, instead of limiting the possibility of a verification to
the exact date six months later.

An examination of the tables readily discloses the fact
that the rule laid down by the Trade affords a very unsatis-
factory basis for long-range temperature forecasting, for not
only does the number of failures far exceed the exact verifica-
tions, but the opposite of the rule has been found to have
occurred more often than the rule for which so much is
claimed.

In the article in question a numher of examples were
given to prove the truth of the rule. These examples were
all taken from a comparison of the summer temperatures of
1898, with the winter temperatures of 1899, and at first
glance might, without further examination, seem to comply
with the rule and prove its accuracy to a fair degree. I
therefore give a fow details of the conditions obtaining dur-
ing that period with reference to an application of the Trade
temperature rule.

The first four days of July were excessively hot, and the
third marked the highest temperature (104°) that has ever
been recorded at the Baltimore station; the first three days
of January were cold, especially the 2d, when the minimum
temperature was 6°, which is about an average lowest tem-
perature for winter. This, however, was far from being the
coldest during the winter of 1899, for in February, from the
7th to the 16th, occurred the most severe cold spell on authen-
tic record, when the temperature was as low as 7° below zero.
No corresponding warm period occurred in August preceding,
during which time, in fact, the temperature did not vary much
from the normal, and was below normal on several of the
days. The 29th-31st of July was very warm, as stated in the
article quoted, and January 28-31 was quite cold, especi-
ally the 28th and 31st, which were 12° to 15° below normal,
but did not compare in severity with the February cold
period. September 1-4, 1898, was an intensely hot period,
but the following Mareh, up to the 6th, was either normal or
above in temperature, though a fairly cool spell followed
from the 7th to the 11th. September 18-19 was again very
warm, but March, at a corresponding period, was also warm,
though a very cold spell followed on the 20th and 21st.

The whole matter merite attention only from the fact that
suggestions or statements of this character are easily dis-
seminated and as easily secure a hold on the public mind.
The efforts to trace a relationship between the abnormal
weather conditions that have been recorded at a place are
worthy of commendation, but, as is well known, the most
systematic and prolonged research of skilled meteorologists
has thus far failed to give other than negative results. Know-
ing further, as we do, that the transient pressure systems, whose
formation and development certainly can not be premised
months ahead, are the governing factors in the production
of temperature extremes for this section of the United
States at least; it becomes necessary to first define a rule to
foretell the dates of their occurrence in a given locality for
four, five, or six months in advance. If this could he done,
the temperature prediction would accurately follow.
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